DISCIPLESHIP AND GURUSHIP
A mere word, a mere touch, a mere look, a mere wish
of such a Divine Personality can bring about a thorough
transformation in the life of .a man, can remove all obstacles
in the way of the God-ward movement of a human soul, can
illumine the whole being of a man of the world with the
light of Divinity. It is through the agency of such
Personalities that the Grace of God draws into the innermost
chambers of His blissful spiritual Home the struggling souls
that are ready for being released from this world through
previous preparatory processes, but are unable to enter
into them by virtue of their own independent endeavours.
As soon as a close spiritual connection with such a
Personality is established, as soon as a religious aspirant
is initiated and accepted as a disciple by such a Guru, he
gets a firm footing in the spiritual path, his heart is
inalienably tied up to the glorious feet of God, the work of
the moulding of his inner character and outer conduct is
taken charge of by the Guru and he is almost automatically
led on to the realisation of Divinity within himself.
It is to be noted that Divinised Personalities living and
moving in a country at the same period may be more
than one, and each of them may be a dynamic embodiment
of the Divine Guruship; but they are found not to admit
into their direct discipleship each and all that may approach
them for this mercy. Sometimes even a most worthy
spiritual aspirant is refused admission by one on the plea
that he is not his real Guru,—that the work of the perfect
enlightenment of the particular seeker does not lie with
him,—that the final operation of the Divine Grace for
conveying him to the highest plane of God-realisation
should be through another channel, another divine
Personality. The ground of such discrimination is certainly
unintelligible to our empirical understanding. The operation
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